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COUNTRY FOOTBALL 
Statement by Member for Collie-Wellington 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie-Wellington) [4.56 pm]:  Country football has made a valuable contribution, as has 
already been said today, so I am running second best here.  It contributes to the physical and social wellbeing of 
country towns.  I wish to pay tribute today to the volunteers who underpin country football, whether presidents, 
secretaries, coaches, trainers or team players.  This valuable contribution tends to be taken for granted.  The mid-
west football competition provides a channel for a wide range of young players to progress to higher levels.  A 
fine example, of course, is Chris Mainwaring, the AFL Eagles premiership player.  There have been many 
others.  The AFL accepts these players but gives very little back in my view, considering the huge transfer fees 
clubs command today.  Sure, it runs coaching clinics in Geraldton, but there is nothing to help the country clubs 
in the way of financial backing to keep them viable. 

Country football is the cradle of football.  Should country clubs and competitions go under, the whole game 
would suffer.  With the AFL reaping the benefits of lucrative television rights, there should be a trickle-down 
effect to nourish the game at grassroots level.  One cannot expect these wonderful volunteers not only to run 
junior and senior football clubs but also fundraise to provide buildings, clubrooms and the like for their players.  
I implore the AFL to reconsider its policy on rewarding country football clubs for the provision of players for its 
competition.  Finally, I again thank the volunteers of country football clubs. 
 


